The Green(leaf) Economy

Cheshire & Warrington



WhatOs the elevator pitch?

Woodlands and forestry already provides
5,000 jobs across Cheshire and Warrington
and as part of a wider Ogreen economyO coul
provide many more, through arboricultural
services, landscaping, processing, low-
carbon energy and forestry-related tourism.




WhatOs the elevator pitch?

Trees and woodlands can also provide a
powerful setting for economic growth across
other sectors too.

New woodland and tree planting offers a
green infrastructure that provides an attractive
setting for investment, resilience against
flooding, and a better quality of life.




WhatOs the elevator pitch?

Investing today in new tree planting schemes,
woodland management, the harvesting and
processing of timber and new skills in the
sector will create green jobs, green growth
and a greener setting for success across
other sectors, too.




Tree Station



A four-leaf growth opportunity

Green JOBS.

Green PRODUCTS.

Green INNOVATION.
Green INFRASTRUCTURE.




Green JOBS

Thousands of new jobs could be created
right across the forestry sector in both
rural and urban areas, servicing growing
and buoyant timber, woodfuel and
associated markets, including tourism.




Green PRODUCTS

As Cheshire and Warrington looks to hit its
70,000 home housebuilding targets and
reduce its carbon footprint, forestry can boast
a roster of products that lock-in carbon and
have the potential to be part of a consolidated
strategy on climate change mitigation.




Green INNOVATION

From construction to renewables, forestry has
a central part to play in a green innovation
agenda.

It can be a living exemplar of OdecouplingO
carbon emissions and economic prosperity
and, through institutions like Reaseheath
College, be part of a wider push on green
skills and job opportunities.




Green INFRASTRUCTURE

Trees, woodland and green spaces have a
critical part to play in creating the setting for
Investment at key pinch points across the
area and also in underpinning the powerful
Atlantic Gateway proposition.

Invest £1 in green infrastructure and £2.30 of
GVA is created directly, with a further £6.90 of
wider economic benefits.
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Strong roots

Across Cheshire and WarringtonOs
urban and rural areas we already have a
track record in the forestry and timber
sector, with:

3,300 In the processing or manufacturing of
timber and forestry products

1,000 jobs in forestry or woodland related
tourism

300 jobs In professional forestry
management

400 jobs in support activities for forestry

EXISTING JOBS



Strong roots

Cheshire also boasts the £21m, 1,800
student Reaseheath College which has
strengths in agriculture, rural skills,
forestry and land management. The
College is a leading national provider of
skills in countryside management.



Strong roots

There are also a number of large estates
across the rural areas of Cheshire with
active forestry programmes or woodland
management initiatives that are improving
the natural capital of the area and
underpinning the character, image and
brand of the area.



Strong roots

Cheshire and Warrington is home to the
Mersey Forest, which has planted over 8
million trees, improving the image of the
area and delivering jobs in woodland
management, tourism and a Timber
Network.

The Forest has amassed a portfolio of £31
million of investment in forestry projects
so far.

THE MERSEY

FOREST

more from trees



Strong roots

Like the other woodland initiatives in the North
West the Mersey Forest is delivering a strong,
partnership-based solution to creating more
and better woodlands, street trees and green
Infrastructure that has the support of local
communities and that leads directly to new
skills, a better setting for growth and a
healthier local population.




The low carbon challenge

Forestry has a key role to play in helping
Cheshire and Warrington deliver a low
carbon future, from reducing the energy load
at Fiddlers Ferry power station through co-
firing biomass to a broader programme -
Cheshire Rural Biomass (CheRuB) - that is
helping people in CheshireOs rural areas to
benefit from wood fuelled heating.

Biomass and woodfuel creates a healthy local
supply chain and also attracts a suite of
current government incentives.




The low carbon challenge

More widely across the Northwest there is
potential for wood to be a significant power
source at both small and industrial scales.
There are 117,100 hectares of woodland
across the Northwest (8.3% of land area),
50% of which is currently under-managed.
This represents a genuine opportunity to
realise sustainable timber and fuel yield
create long-term |obs.




Across the Atlantic Gateway

By 2030, there is the potential for 250,000
jobs to be created in the Atlantic Gateway
through £14 billion of new investment.

This powerful growth plan for three
connected LEP areas directly connects with
the green(leaf) economy and will see new
woodland planting and green infrastructure
as a key component of its strategy, not least
through a dedicated Community Environment
Fund and a wide-ranging plan called
OAdapting the LandscapeO.




From grey to green

Over 80% of Cheshire and Warrington

IS green infrastructure. Over 7,000 jobs
are sustained by the areaOs green asset
base and £225m of GVA Is generated
through businesses that are supported
by Cheshire and WarringtonOs green
Infrastructure or its products.

Trees in an urban or development
context offer a powerful underpinning
for economic investment. They act as a
noost for land values, attractiveness and
oroperty prices; one study by the

District Valuer on the Bold Colliery
Community Woodland (part of the
Mersey Forest) enhanced property
values In the surrounding area by c.
£15m and helped realise a further £75m
of new development.




Get connected

Forestry has the power to connect
people, resources and skills across a
number of Northern LEP areas;
specifically there is a woodland resource
in the North of England which requires
management and felling - particularly as
two new diseases threaten species such
as larch or ash - and yet there Is a chronic
shortage of well-equipped and trained
people to carry out this work.

In southern areas there are areas of need
and unemployment where some of these
skills could be fostered and a workforce
created to satisfy this urgent and

growing need for labour.

The economic polarities are reversed
when the outcome of this felling and
woodland management is considered Iin
terms of a timber and biomass energy
resource that will be of great need in our
towns and cities as we seek to create a
low carbon economy.



AGERATUM
BLUE HORIZON

Gardens of Distinction




Marketing Cheshire

From CheshireOs OGardens of DistinctionO
to honeypot visitor sites like Delamere
Forest, Tatton park or Dunham Massey,
woodlands and forestry Is a singularly
important part of the areaOs visitor
economy.



Marketing Cheshire

Worth £1.78bn a year and underpinning
27,000 jobs, the visitor economy of Cheshire
and Warrington is connected directly to its
green space, woodlands and parklands.

The Anderton Boatlift, as just one example, is
set within over 200ha of new community
woodland which has been reclaimed by the
local authority from derelict land, and now
attracting hundreds of thousands of visits
each year.




Marketing Cheshire

Delamere Forest already boasts 750,000
visitors per year and is currently developing
ambitious plans for new, luxury holiday cabins
and visitor centre, to join the already hugely
successful Go Ape trail at the attraction.

The Forest is also home to the hugely popular
TRACSs cycle hire and events such Live Music
each summer, Hell Runner, Race for Life and
Christmas tree sales as well as a network of
way marked tracks and trails for walkers,

horse riders and cyclists.




Marketing Cheshire

At Tatton Park a new project
OBeWILDerwoodO will turn part of the woodla
Into an outdoor adventure area for children,
attracting 250,000 visitors per year and
employing 200 local people.
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BeWILDerwood



Jobs? What jobs?

Low carbon power and heat skills. Design,
construction and planning. Biomass.

Land management. Forestry management.
Tourism development and servicing. Plant
and tree health. Timber processing.
Timber product manufacturing. Logistics.
Landscaping. Environmental products
and services.

Timber and forest related industries are
worth over £435 million to the wider
Northwest economy. Timber-related
iIndustries employ 69,000 people across
the Northwest.



Jobs? What jobs?

Recent studies have shown that the
natural environment supports almost
/50,000 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs
and over £27.5 billion of economic output
across the UK.

RSPB reserves alone across the UK
attracted £66 million into the surrounding
communities in 2009, supporting 1,872
FTE local jobs.



Contact;

THE MERSEY

FOREST

more from trees

l forestry framework
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